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This newsletter is published 
quarterly by the General 
Conference of Seventh-
day Adventists Women’s 
Ministries Department 
to share news about the 
women's scholarship program.
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Hearing a call from God, 
Marija began study 
for her second college 
degree, this time at 
Belgrade Theological 
Seminary (BTS). Explaining 
her decision to enroll at 
BTS, Maria says, “I wanted 
to do something for God, 
but I didn’t immediately 
plan to enroll in college. 
I prayed and had several 
testimonies that God was 
calling me to college. I 
believe God has a plan 
for me. I am motivated 
by the disciples; they left 
everything and followed 
Jesus as soon as He 
invited them.”

GOD’S WOMAN OF MANY TALENTS
She completed her first 
degree in Fine Arts, an area 
well suited to her artistic 
talents. Her paintings were 
shown in two international 
exhibitions, her graphics 
at two other international 
exhibits, and she has shown 
her original fashion designs 
at Fashion Week, as well as 
at the Gallery of Fine Arts in 
Nis. Her talents now benefit 
the seminary in many 
ways, including decorating 
the chapel for a special 
Thanksgiving Sabbath. 

Marija uses her talents in 
many ways. She helped 
lead activities at Children’s 

Summer Camp in Bosnia, 
and organized humanitarian 
projects and Global Youth 
Day. Along with her student 
husband, Marija is serving 
the church he pastors near 
Belgrade. Serving as youth 
leader, she also preaches, 
writes children’s songs, gives 
Bible studies, and visits 
church members.

Regarded highly by BTS 
faculty, Marija is described 
as “diligent, one of the 
best students at BTS. She 
is dedicated, resourceful, 
creative and always ready to 
help other students who may 
be struggling.”

Originally from Ukraine, Anastasiia, 
along with her parents and sister, 

moved to Israel six years ago. 
Because of the war in Ukraine, her 

grandparents have joined them, but 
no financial assistance is available for 
them, so it is difficult for the family to 

help with her tuition.

GIVING 100%
Anastasiia is studying for her BS 

in Nursing. Teachers praise her as 
responsible, patient, and trustworthy, 
a good student who “gives 100% to 

her studies.” 

At church she is active with the 
Pathfinders and also as Assistant 
Youth Leader. In the community  

she does volunteer work for  
holocaust survivors. “She  

knows how to lead people.  
She loves to serve others  

and God.”

Marina “serves with all 
her heart and puts others 
first.” Attending Myanmar 
Union Adventist Seminary, 
she is studying to be a 
teacher. Teachers praise 
her creativity, her talent 
for problem solving, and 
her skill leading children’s 
programs. “Always smiling, 
she is industrious in 
everything she does.”

Born into a family of another 
religion, Marina lost both 
her parents when she 
was young. She says, “An 
Adventist lady (my mother 
now), a teacher in the village 
school, took me as her own 
child, even 
though she 
was single 

at that time. She cared 
for me and sent me to the 
Adventist school. As her 
love and care influenced 
me, I came to know Jesus 
and accepted Him as my 
personal Savior. Even if I 
face difficulties, I know that 
Jesus will always be by my 
side and give me strength to 
overcome.” 

But finances are a real 
problem for Marina because 
her adoptive mother married 
and has more children now. 
It has become difficult for 
her family to help with 
tuition even though it’s only 
$400 for the year.

When we help Marina, we 
give Myanmar a talented, 
dedicated Christian teacher.

SERVING WITH HEART

IN A NEW LAND


